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This month is Black History Month and we are using this as an 

opportunity to look at the value of Equality.  We watched the 

BBCTeach video on Rosa Parks (which is well worth a re-watch 

with your children).  The children were deeply troubled by this 

portrayal of prejudice and discrimination, finding it hard to 

believe that people could really have been treated in this way 

simply due to the colour of their skin. The older children 

thought about lessons that we could take from this period of 

history that could be applied to our own lives. They came up 

with many ideas, such as: “Treat others as you would like to be 

treated”; “Speak out if you know something is wrong”; “Don’t 

turn a blind eye”; “Treat people the same way no matter what 

they look like”; “Just one person can make a difference” and 

“Stand up for what you believe in.”  Wise words for us all to 

live by, I’m sure you would agree.      

Our virtual Friday assembly is becoming a popular weekly event 
and the children are getting very good at virtual handshakes!  
It’s lovely to see the children waving to their friends and sib-
lings in other classes, and celebrating together.  

Very well done to the following children:  

Y1&2 – Molly– for always asking the meaning of words that she 
doesn't understand, when reading on her own or in a group 

Y3&4 – Rose – for consistently working to her best ability in all 
areas of her learning 

Y5&6 – Henry – for making a conscious effort to make good 
decisions, contributing lovely ideas in discussions and produc-
ing some wonderful writing this week.  

Our large new trophy has a new custodian and this week’s 
Good Manners’ Champion is Fran in Year 5.   Fran   has a  
cheerful enthusiasm towards everyone and everything in 
school, which is infectious to those around her. Her warm smile 
is extended to everyone, both staff and children, and she is  
committed to doing, and giving, her best.  The children value  
Fran’s attitude in the classroom, the way she manages to be 
great fun whilst working hard at the same time.  They told us 
how much they like sitting next to her in the classroom, and 
how good she is at listening.  Several noticed that Fran doesn't 
have arguments and fallouts with her friends, being good at 
playing with all sorts of different people.  Mrs Nimmo  
commented on how Fran brings an infectiously positive  
attitude to Year 5, demonstrating a perfect balance between 
her steely determination and that gentle nature. Well done 
Fran—you should feel very proud of the things that have been 
said about you.  Your manners are top-notch!    

 

Well done to Fran, whose article on river testing for Fresh  

Water Watch is being published in the South Newington  

Newsletter.  Read her article on the back page.  

Sunday’s Festival of the Girl 2020, with a huge range of online 

activities for children from 7-11, all around the theme of 

“Future Change Makers” will be available online for the next 

few weeks.      

Our Parents’ Evenings, for children in Years 1 to 6, are being 

held in the week beginning Monday 19th October.  Monday & 

Tuesday for Y12 and Y56 and Monday & Wednesday for Y34.  

The meetings will be held via video call, accessed through our 

online booking system. Booking information is being sent out 

shortly and booking, via the online system, will go live on  

Monday 12th at 4pm.   

Applications for Secondary School places for need to be made 

by 31st October.  Further information can be found here.  

After half-term,  the menu will change and we are switching to 

hot lunches. There will be a choice of four things every day: 

three hot options or a deli option. You can order for the full 

half term, a few weeks or just a week at a time and can order 

for any day/s of the week.  However, please remember that 

orders for the following week must be made by Tuesday  

every week.    If you’d like to order lunches for your child/ren 

and need a reminder of your registration details please contact 

Angela in the office. Fresh Start Meal Manager 

Fran—Budding Scientist on River Watch 

Good Manners’ Champion 

Virtual Parents’ Evenings  

Fresh Start—Hot Lunches After Half-Term 

Secondary School Applications 

Stars of the Week 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-ks2-rosa-parks/z7rtvk7
https://www.festivalofthegirl.com/lineupandsignup
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/secondary-school
https://freshstartcatering.uk/new-meal-manager/




Testing Times 
Fran Aged 9 

 
We live near the river in the village and we enjoyed reading about how Derek used to catch fish there in a previous news-
letter. We wanted to know why there are no fish in the river now. Luckily in the last newsletter there was a link to a pro-
ject called fresh water watch (https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org).  

 

This involves lots of people within the river catchment area testing the water for phosphates and nitrates over the course 
of one weekend. To do this we had to send off for a testing kit and download the app. As soon as the kit came we read 
the safety instructions (and the ones that show you what to do of course) and we were ready to go! When the weekend 
of testing came we decided to test fairly close to the bridge because that's where all the children play. I put on my safety 
gloves and filled up a tiny container, squeezed the water into the nitrate and phosphate testers and shook them up. 

 

After three minutes the nitrate test was ready and we compared the colour to the colours on the chart and the results 
were between 2 and 5 mg/L. After five minutes the phosphate test was ready and again we compared the colour to the 
colours on the chart and it was between 0.2 and 0.5 mg/L.  We uploaded the results and our location using the app. 

 

What the tests showed is that there are elevated nitrate and phosphate levels in our river. Is this why there are no fish 
anymore?  What has caused these levels - is it the farming?  We need to find out to regain our fish!   We will hopefully do 
this again next year to see if the pollution has got better or worse. To see the results of our testing please go to this link: 

https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org/sample/south-newington-river-26-09-2020-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article being published in South Newington Times 

https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org
https://freshwaterwatch.thewaterhub.org/sample/south-newington-river-26-09-2020-0

