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Newsletter

PLEASE OBSERVE THE KEEP CLEAR LINES OUTSIDE 
SCHOOL AND AROUND THE GREEN. THEY ARE 
THERE TO KEEP ALL OF YOUR CHILDREN SAFE. EVEN IF YOU'RE LATE... EVEN IF IT'S 
RAINING....EVEN IF IT'S ONLY FOR A MINUTE! THANK YOU.

A busy start to the year, building on 
all that was achieved last term.  
Inspired by the words of Martin 
Luther King, we have explored 
some tricky concepts this term, 
from what makes us unique to 
discrimination and prejudice, and 
the way our actions can impact on 
the lives of others.  Running through 
these themes, as always, have been 
the concepts of kindness and 
compassion - and how apt therefore 
to finish the term with the 
wonderful rainbow-themed tea 
party for Team Anna.  See inside.  



News from Recept ion
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A busy half term in Reception with an emphasis on 
stories and rhymes.   We have enjoyed visiting the 
Wild Garden several times with our friends in 
Pre-School.  We went on a sensory journey, 
inspired by 'The Bear Hunt', we explored spider 
webs as we sang 'Incy Wincy' (we even wove our 
own spider web around an old bicycle wheel which 
is on display in the classroom) and we used the 
small hacksaws to cut up sticks after we read 'The 
Stick Man'.  Back in the classroom the children 
have been making models in our woodwork area, 
learning basic techniques and safety precautions.  

In Mathematics our focus has recently been on 
measures, the children have had opportunities to 
explore and compare weight, height and capacity.  
We put most of our energy here into modelling 
new vocabulary, we noticed that many of the 
children had the words 'heavy', 'big' and 'small'  
but were lacking in the words needed to describe 
objects that were 'light', 'narrow', 'wide', 'tall', 
short' etc.  Any opportunities that you can find at 
home to support the development of this specific 
vocabulary would be beneficial.

The children continue to enjoy telling us their own 
Helicopter Stories, we scribe them and the class 
then act them out.  We have been challenging the 
children's initial belief that only boys can be ninjas 
and girls are princesses with the idea that if you 
can pretend to be a dinosaur when you are not, 
why can't you pretend to be a mermaid when you 
are not.  We had a breakthrough last week as some 
of our actors had fun in roles that they previously 
would have refused to participate in which was 
fantastic, although we then had a rather heated 
debate on whether Mums can be good 'fixers'.  We 
agreed that yes they can but would ask you to help 
us at home with challenging the stereotype, 'But if 
you really need something fixing then you 
definitely need a Daddy!'    

Next term we are introducing a new poetry 
scheme called 'The Poetry Basket'.  Please look out 
for more information on this as it will be an activity 
that you can support and participate in at home.



P
ag

e 
3/

8News From Years 1 & 2
Our English focus this half term has been 
aural storytelling. The children have then 
used these aural skills to help them progress 
to recording the story in written form. I hope 
that you've had the pleasure of your children 
coming home and telling you the stories 'The 
Best of Friends' and 'Handa's Hen'. The 
children really enjoyed performing 'The Best 
of Friends' to both the Reception class and 
the Year 5 & 6 children. The older children 
provided very constructive feedback giving 
them many compliments about the high 
quality vocabulary they were using.

Maths has covered the tricky area of 
multiplication and division which for some of 
the year 1 children has been fairly mind 
blowing! The Year 1 curriculum for 
multiplication is really counting patterns and 
multiple adding but obviously in a class with 
Year 2 children they have exposure to 
multiplication calculations as well. Division 
for Year 1 is making equal groups of objects. 
For example taking 12 cubes and finding the 
various ways to make equal groups with 
them. We have also started the timed mental 
maths tests on a Friday morning and have 
been very impressed with the positive 
attitude of the children. Keep practising at 
home, you're doing brilliantly!
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News from Years 3 & 4

A lot of fun has been had in Year 3/4 this term!

In English, the children enjoyed reading The 
Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura before 
writing their own Stone Age fiction books.  The 
real highlight of the term, though, was working 
in groups to write and perform scenes for their 
very own Horrible Histories episode.

In Maths, the children have become more 
confident in multiplication and division and 
have also enjoyed measures including length, 
area and perimeter.

Wednesday afternoons have been spent at the 
Tew Centre learning gymnastics.  I have been 
really impressed with the children's 
determination and the way they have given 
each other support and encouragement when 
learning something new.

Our new computing scheme, Purple Mash, has 
been a real hit with the children and I can see 
what a positive difference it has made to their 
computing skills.

Great Tew Has Its First  Eco Team
During this half term, Great Tew has developed its first Eco Team. As an Eco Team, we have been meeting 
at lunch times and have chosen three topics ? water, waste and energy ? and have started improving the 
school in those environmental areas. 

To help reach these targets, we hope that both parents and pupils will work with us to reduce the school?s 
carbon footprint. Also, in the process, we hope to receive an Eco Schools Bronze Award. This means we 
have completed all steps to achieving the award (form an Eco-committee, discuss and choose three key 
topics and create an action plan for each). 

Please look out for Eco Challenges in the school bulletin, these are simple challenges to work on at school 
and at home. We hope that everybody in the school community will support the Eco Team to protect our 
planet one step at a time.

Our Eco Team is:

Isabelle ? Yr 6                         Pippa ? Yr 5 Fran - Yr 4

Belle ? Yr 6                              William - Yr 5 Freya - Yr 3

Louis ? Yr 6                             James? Yr 5 Lily W - Yr 3

James ? Yr 5 

By  Isabelle - Eco Ambassador

. 
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It has been an incredibly busy term with our Victorian topic in full swing. The children had a fantastic time at 
the Black Country Living Museum and went with a wealth of knowledge they had learnt from research over 
the Christmas holidays and our first few lessons about Queen Victoria and the impact of her reign on British 
society. We spent the day exploring shops, houses, going underground in the mines and had a brilliant 
Victorian classroom experience - their faces were a real picture when the cane came out! 

Needless to say, some invaluable nuggets of information about life in Victorian Britain have also been picked 
up whilst reading Dodger, our class text by Terry Pratchett. Unpicking the language has been a real highlight 
for Year 5 and 6 this term - we have had much amusement over some of the vocabulary used to convey 
Dodger's intrepidly daring and sometimes impertinent character. Studying the characters, language and plot 
in such fine detail paid dividends to the children's writing and we were blown away with some of their own 
chapters (which we have now put into a scrap book that will be out at Parents Evening). Here are just a few 
examples of our whole class shared writing followed by the children's responses:

Using his crowbar, Dodger levered himself through a narrow gap in the drain cover - it wasn't all that bad a 
surface down below. The storm had been kind enough to make the sewers almost bearable, but it was as if last 
night's weather had completely emptied the sky; it was as calm as a millpond down in the tunnels today. 
Unfortunately, Dodger was often unprepared when reacquainted with the stench that lingered beneath the 
bustling city of London. As usual, there was an overwhelming, fruity fragrance of all sorts of dead things and 
wet things: rotten potatoes, sodden, stained and crumbling brickwork and - most exclusively - faeces.

Now that the coves known as the Romans had tampered with the sewers, it meant that being a tosher was 
quite literally like sieving for gold; rather conveniently, the new man-made additions to the sewers 
demonstrated a brilliant buoyancy that allowed Dodger to avoid too many floating King Richard III's (cockney 
rhyming slang which rather happily rhymes with another interesting word) when seeking his small fortune.

Then he heard the groan. Unmistakable in its tone, it was a voice oh so familiar, that it made the inside of his 
torso form butterflies - agitated moths, even - that soon started to succumb to the waterfall of apprehension 
which began to tumble and flow from his mind.

I could continue for days... But I'll let you see for yourselves next term. 

News From Years 5 & 6
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To end on a high, The Year 5 & 6 children had a day dedicated to finish our 'Animal 
Automata' cam mechanisms - the children did brilliantly. I don't know that it was 
entirely sensible to spend our final hours in school at the end of  busy term armed 
with hacksaws and long rods of dowel, however the children were so mature and 
so engaged - the first prototype is fantastic and ready to evaluate and finish next 
term. All children were able to talk about the different movements created by the 
range of cams available, and weeks were spent on the design process with precise 
measurements, diagrams and mini-models made. 

Year 5 & 6 Design Technology



What a wonderful event our 
rainbow-themed tea-party was.  The 
year six children (and staff) did a 
magnificent job, organising the event, 
and I know how much they enjoyed 
serving and washing up, doing their 
bit to raise money for such a good 
cause.  So many of you were involved, 
in different ways, and the afternoon 
was only a success because you 
supported it so well. Thank you one 
and all - we are delighted to have 
raised just under £580 towards Anna's 
treatment.  

Rainbow Themed Tea-Party
Raising Money for Team-Anna
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Wanted! Lego!
If you're having a clear out and have any unwanted lego, we could give it a good home.  Please do let us know, and bear us in mind in the future too.  Thank you!
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