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How lovely it is to be writing this in my office, listening to the 
sound of lots of children playing outside together. As the end 
of this momentous “back-to-school” week approaches it is very 
nice to reflect on what has been achieved.  The children were 
truly thrilled to see each other and the smiles on their faces as 
they played reflected those strong relationships they have with 
one another.  Staff too, I think, have been pretty pleased to be 
back as a team, all in one place, all be it socially distanced!  Yes, 
some of the routines have been a little different but the chil-
dren have taken it all in their stride, and once inside the class-
rooms nothing really feels that different.  Children are still 
learning together, talking together, sharing together—all be it 
in slightly Victorian style rows! I think they are beginning to 
rather like their new classroom layout and it is certainly remi-
niscent of another era.  There’s been learning a plenty this 
week—and a whole lot of fun to be had too, and we feel very 
much back in the swing of things.  Looking back over the week I 
am really struck by how keen and ready the children are to 
learn and how pleased they are to be back into the routines of 
school.  A huge thank you to all of you parents for all you have 
done, over past months, to keep spirits and confidence high 
and ensure that the learning has continued at home.  I know it 
has been hard!  

A very warm welcome to our new Reception children, who 
walked so proudly through the school gates on Wednesday.  
We welcome Alfie, Arabella, Arlo, Ava, Charlie, Edie, Jamie, 
Jemima, Jasmine, Leo, Louis, Penelope, Poppy, Rupert and Soly,  
and hope that they will be very happy at Great Tew. A particu-
lar welcome goes to families new to the school.   

Higher up the school, we welcome Inigo to Year 1 and Luella 
and Rosalie, who have joined us in Year 3.  The children have 
given their new class mates a very good welcome and we are 
all pleased they have come to join us at Great Tew. 

One more welcome goes to Miss Tompkins, who has joined us 
as a Teaching Assistant in Reception.  We are delighted to have 
her as part of our team at Great Tew.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for adapting this week to new routines 
at drop-off and collection. These are unfamiliar to us all and the 
children (and staff!) are adapting quickly and getting slicker by 
the day.  To ensure drop-off and collection is as swift, efficient 
and safe as possible it would help us enormously if you could 
do the following: 

• Arrive punctually in the correct time slot for each child 

• Wait in a line to drop or collect, using the white dots on 
the path, and then leave swiftly so the gate is clear 

• Avoid congregating around the gate or path 

• Maintain social distance while waiting for your time slot 

 

Do you have a portable camping fridge looking for a new 
home? If so, please do give Angela a call and let her know! 

 

Limes Farm, our lunch provider, is in the process of scaling back 
up after many months of not operating and this is taking them 
longer than anticipated.  Unfortunately this means there will be 
another week of no school lunches. All children should there-
fore come to school with a packed lunch from home next week. 
We hope to have a solution to this imminently and will keep 
you updated. Apologies for any inconvenience.  
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