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It has been wonderful seeing the children in classrooms and 
outside in the playground, busy learning together and  
enjoying socialising with children in other classes. 

Friday’s Star of the Week assembly was a highlight, with our 
first whole school in person assembly since March 2020. I’m 
sure it would have been possible to hear the cries of: 
“It’s….... Star of the Week Time!” from out on the green! 

These interactions took place during the Reception  
children’s first ever lunchtime play in the main playground:  

Reception girl: “It was really fun, one of the big girls came to 
talk to me, and I wasn't even crying!”  

And an interaction between a little girl in Reception and one 
of our Year 6 boys: 
Reception girl - ‘I’m four’  
Y6 boy - ‘I’m ten’  
RG - ‘I go to Great Tew’  
Y6 boy - ‘I do too, look we are the same. My T-shirt says ‘G-R
-E-A-T T-E-W and so does your jumper there. We are the 
same!’  He was obviously listening carefully to our start of 
term assembly about our school community!  

Congratulations to the following children who have  
impressed us this week with their attitudes to learning. 

Reception: all of the children, for settling in so well, making 
friends and learning new routines—well done to them all! 

Years 1&2: Ava—for being very resilient, not letting a broken 
arm stopping her from writing and even learning to write with 
her right hand!  

Years 3&4: Jaiden—for a fabulous start to the year, applying 
himself very conscientiously to his learning 

Years 5&6: Lilly H —for her sunny attitude, demonstrating real 
perseverance towards her learning 

This week’s Good Manners’ Champion is Serena in Year 3. 
Serena has a ready smile for everyone, and shows really 
beautiful manners to everyone, staff and children alike.  She 
is noted, particularly, for the way she waits her turn and 
listens to others. The children thought we should know: 
Serena is very modest and doesn’t show off; she always 
looks as if she’s having fun drawing with her friends at  
playtime; Serena lets other people choose games to play; 
she is always smiling and positive and always polite and 
thinks of other people. Well done Serena—you should feel 
super proud! 

  

On Wednesday our Y5&6 children took part in a Football 
Tournament between local primary schools at Chipping  
Norton School. Miss Northcote, who herself is an extremely 
good footballer (she is very modest about that!) was  
incredibly impressed by their play, notably their possession 
of the ball, their wily tactics, the way they improved from 
one match to the next, and their exceptional sporting  
attitudes. The children were so excited to be taking part in 
the tournament and all came back absolutely full of it and 
very over excited. Well done to them all, and in particular to 
our Sporting Champions, Elena, Harry, Lily W and Theo d J.  

Overheard in the Playground 
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We have sadly made the decision not to do our usual annual 
whole school trip to the panto this year.  However, we are 
planning, as an alternative, to take the whole school to Giffords 
Circus next Summer. We did this a few years ago when the 
panto was cancelled due to snow and it was a huge hit with the 
children.   

This month’s Action for Happiness theme is based around 
setting short term, realistic goals and the sense of fulfilment 
derived from achieving our goals.  There are lots of ideas 
here about putting this into practice and I, for one, need to 
practise tackling those tasks that I’ve been putting off, or, as 
Brian Tracy puts it, “eating that frog!”  Optimistic October  

We are trying to stop the need to handle cheques and cash 
in school as far as is possible.  It would help us enormously if 
you could use ParentPay when making payments to school. 
Those using it have commented how straight forward it is, 
and if you’ve forgotten your password there is a reset  
password link. Please contact Angela in the office if you are 
having difficulties logging in and she should be able to help 
you.  

A reminder that collection is 3.15pm for all classes. Please 
arrive promptly as teachers have meetings after school and 
these have to be delayed when children are not collected on 
time.   

We understand that there is sometimes a need for a last 
minute change to collection arrangements, but it would 
help us a great deal if you could try to let us know in the 
morning if your child is being collected by someone else.  
Angela is working remotely at the moment so it can be diffi-
cult to get messages to classrooms when parents call or 
email in the afternoon, particularly when I am teaching too.    

 

We have several families and staff members now with con-
firmed or suspected Covid in their households. With your 
help we can prevent it spreading further.  If you know that 
your child has been in close contact with someone who has 
now tested positive, it is essential that you take them for a 
PCR test.  They do not need to stay off school while awaiting 
results, unless of course they have symptoms or you have 
any suspicion that they may also have contracted the virus.  

Many children appear to have very mild symptoms, or no 
symptoms at all, so please look out carefully for your child 
showing even the mildest of symptoms.  

The best advice I can give is that you know your child/ren. 
If they seem off colour, out of sorts, not themselves, please 
keep them at home and take them for a PCR test to rule 
out Covid. 

Key Message:  If your child has any symptoms at all or has 
been in contact with someone with Covid, a LFD test is not 
appropriate—they must be taken for a PCR test.  

 

 

If your child is unwell and going to be absent from school, 
please email the office to let Angela know.    

Thursday 7th Oct—Activities Club at Bloxham—for Y3-6 
Thursday 7th Oct—Football Club for Y3-6 children starts 
Tuesday 12th Oct—Vision Screening for Reception 
Mon 11th to Fri 15th Oct—Y5&6 Residential to Devon 
Friday 22nd Oct—INSET  - no school for children  
Mon 25th to Fri 29th Oct—Half Term 
Tuesday 2nd Nov—Individual and Sibling Photos 
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It’s amazing how 
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