
Everyday Materials 

This project teaches children that objects are made from materials. They identify a range of everyday  

materials and their sources. Children investigate the properties of materials and begin to recognise that a  

material's properties define its use. 

 

• Natural and human-made materials;  

• Grouping materials;  

• Properties of materials;  

• Sorting materials using Venn diagrams;  

• Comparing and testing materials;  

• Working scientifically – Identifying and classifying, observing changes over time, comparative test, pattern seeking, re-

search  

Children will learn that materials are what objects are made from. They will observe and identify objects made from different 

materials in places familiar to them, such as their home and school. They will name and use their senses to explore a range of 

natural materials using hand lenses and digital microscopes, learning that natural materials come from the world around us, in-

cluding the ground, plants and animals. They will name and use their senses to explore a range of objects made from human-

made materials, learning that they are new materials made by people from natural materials. They will write scientific questions 

about a chosen object made from a human-made material, its features and its use in the object, revisiting their questions during 

the project to see if they can identify the answers as their knowledge builds over time. They will compare a range of objects 

made from different materials, putting them into groups according to their similarities and differences and explaining their 

groups. They will identify the properties of a range of materials, learning that materials can be described by their properties and 

that a property is a quality material that makes it suitable for a particular use. They will follow instructions and conduct various 

tests to determine different materials' properties. They will complete Venn diagrams, sorting objects according to the properties 

of their materials.  


